Sure On This Shining Night

Sure on this shining night
Of starmade shadows round,
Kindness must watch for me
This side the ground.

The late year lies down the north.
All is healed, all is health.

High summer holds the earth.
Hearts all whole.

Sure on this shining night
I weep for wonder
Wand’ring far alone
Of shadows on the stars.
—James Agee

Copyright © 1968 by The James Agee Trust.

From Nocturnes, The American Choral Directors Association
2005 Raymond W. Brock Memorial Commission

Premiere performance of the Nocturnes at the ACDA Los Angeles National Convention,
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Sure On This Shining Night

James Agee Morten Lauridsen
Flowing, tempo rubato (J =ca.72) poco rit. a tempo
/’-——_\
fi g ~ =
AL 3 ——14 e p— F— =t
(P 4 — .
N EE M E I IS S AR
Piano P espressivo
pom— | | . . ] |
L TR B e =, 11— f : =
S A e —
T i 7 o
Red. 1%ed__ 1 Fed. |
Red I %ed |Rod.___|
4 a tempo
B g rit. mp
p” A T = i T
T s = ; 7 %
\53, : —o o 9o @
Sure on this shin -ing
mp
- YU M 1 1T I
B |EX5%s, = : = =222 1%
L2 Y I 1T 1] 1 1 ] I B |
N v Y j—  —
Sure on this shin -ing
A rit. a tempo
4—b+ i . %
2\ h TV I [ 1 1
(F8 Y 0 Il =I | Il T I 4_
=] o — ==
i FlFrF[ 7 [77*3 = 3
. J I I I W
=  —— s o e — r
2 EV;;,‘ i’ ]Pf [ [0 4‘
e | Red | F JF
B | %0,
7 poco rit.
H . \ i *
1 T ) 1 I | o | 153
1 Il | B | — 1 | I 17 p— — T 11 Il J N L2 Tey
v Il d I I 1 Il 1 7 & Il T T 1 é {6 |
g ® : o ‘ s v ’ v; j %5 éF 3
night of star-made shad-ows round, kind -ness must watch for me this side___the ground, on this
I 5 | T 1 | | I 1] 1 e |
\ v >~ —_— [a— T e jm— o
night of star-made shad-ows round, kind -ness must watch for me this side___the ground, on this
) poco rit.
h I4| //——\\ l’/r (>
1 1 i I 1 1 | : : ’ { { } f [y )
M 1 & | | 1] I & 1 I g 1 | N
= S g ; - o -
T 7 < | - - r\ ,
D p——t I ,j ) T I ]
S f o = % %
7 S A A —— 5] 7z

|
N
]
2
2

%0 | Bod._I

*Omit if the low As are out of range.

Poem Copyright © 1968 by The James Agee Trust.
Used by Permission.

0124115 © Copyright 2005 by Songs of Peer, Ltd.
International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved.
Printed in the U.S.A.



a tempo

rit.

1D )

shin

ing night, this

shin

3
£

5

£
1
(=]
==
& m 0
N
EE A
[N
g =
T
{=1
el
8
e
TTT®

.r-
)

shin -
a tempo
H 1 . |/p
& 17 IrVn >} ]

1
"y U b <F
14

n

7

““J” “UHJ
e
A R b
N <} i
R i ) ]
T, x | )
Nk
1
N
TR L L.
IERIE!
g T & WNE g L)
g g Ml
= il M”- pir [T®
LIS & |
Hv 1 A ll_ i Y
N e
5 ; Q.
L £ S [
S e 1N i 1d
1 N -hwu Th N
lul N ..l.w.nv e Lo
N AN ™ N
/Illl\ | —

BV

|| — ;
. u " o [Me / HD
2 .4 of N
= ;m y = g ...lg m 3
g
5} L] ) B! ||
!
g % £ . el = d
bt 1 b R
S % S | 100 S
=
m _iu 2 =
o D o] Q] o) th.hr
2 2 |
b7 11l 9 o
2 b2 N m.:ruv i
172} w
4 e & ! N TN
5 ﬁ 7
o an el
£ T 8 = e
-~ ] . m \ L
bR > 7] & ll N
LU . HH
T |2 £
5 (TTe 2 =
e 2
w w)
3 | 2 (] |||
o w3 5 )
1 1 w
o el
s | Il
3 NG L
4 3 _
< ﬁl. m [T1®
i i =
g e € .20
=
- (=11} - .
ke , W 2 Z
;
= HE =1 g
en I =
(= = @ |
oy
on %.u o 2 T ;
g ® = g _
0 0
= o |
IR 8
.2 Hb .2 =4 L
3 ==Y a | ®
= E ) = m =)
o] =] -9
(5] anl 5] m
= m.. ] )
) [75] “ | | | w .
B
N LN E BN 1
- -1 mieN N N
- ~ et o L
LN —
N THa ] BEN e L\
€ N DNLje= N NE N
Va
el
N e’
< m

| Bed,

Rod. 1 B%d

0.

Ped



19

aca acwi i Pt acey
1723 ") w 1]
£y E ||MhE (M E
™ & [T .riN  TTeR_ M
=] = a
on | oh) ehn
2 ki LY
Ny nN i £ .-7. Nl
\
P an
1 1 T 1
.PIV HEL )
i .j -
b o\ ) - L
n 0 Sl F-f T T8
nind nilnd iind Uy ad aUnY
An‘v ] 1 ]
i UL n
;l!.. ||| 111..-
‘ = =] ..ma =}
= § o 4 ) .8
Y2 1 0 Wl B W3 .IH.;I
2 ;R SR . A~
2 e L 60 @ ’ 4
g —im ~ & H| 2 \ I
- UL &
g & £ A [
w) (5]
~ =) R 1= =1
g (e e e
|t | A
Sy it W NN
on on
2 ja 2 e 1 “Hm
Nk ) N i
ﬁ ﬁ!_- L) |
o L g -
T MR Ml ® ol B\ M “Hy
E g |\ )
it JEN A - AN
N N N . N MmN N
- LN | { [t
Im Imhv IPH 10.9 IU.LV Ivhv
<N ANEe NEew N < N
AN v
/‘/\I"\

molto rit.

a tempo

a tempo

mumd "ﬂ nund nund it susa
b WY
)
b T W®
L .v “n
m. p an ity m..ﬂb‘.
L. = o= W = [ = 5 .. il
\ = L x
HHHHO omc Hnnnljv mvma == M mo UHWM] MD n = i _.\ﬁwl | i _7 |m
1 X nn IS ki _fg
e ‘J. 1 lﬁ T ) S
/ \ 7] @IA
‘,lri ' | .Rlv ' | h!
2 ) T TT®
1 'l‘v 1 1 1 -m- |‘

N ) .m N k- <
1) ) TN T S e “Telal_ %
EEEG 1 lr 1 e 1 EEEE 1 m =)

M T _HA. R
' i T T ! AN W .F”_ %
) [
. _ 5
1 e 'y [ YOS
B 2 _H
="

WlE BN 2 2 fWE B s
ae o ac sy
K] el [N JeN lleN N i

Tld - i i = .

Nl i Y NG

|

*Omit if the low As are out of range.



i

e o

{

R
~
P |

3

=

~—

The late year lies__
The late year lies__

-
mp
@

1> )

i

o

i —
[ ]

[

Vo N

(no breath)

I

| e

]

4

| Bed

I

| %

0

2 d

T /1
.1

2 b |V JF
V17 ll-;‘:!

P A
{2 7 b ¥

T

is
is

High
High

N
N

All_
All__

health.
health.

7

14—

is
is

—

down the north,

all___
F:1 | —

~

The late year lies__

|
1 B

The late year lies__

healed,
healed,

1]

is

-

is

— @

All__
All__

[

| B0d

down the north,
down the north,
Pod

12y I

I

id

31

|

T
B

m

e
5 | N
=
(5]
<
=
g
z
Z |1
<}

S ’\PV\{"I‘R

is healed, _
is healed, _

(2

All__
All__
D

P

o -

2

o _&

1
¥ __—_&

(94

whole.
whole.
P0d

[ ) .
Ly _p=

[

| B

17

0

sum-mer holds the earth._ Hearts all
sum-mer holds the earth. _ Hearts all




34 (no breath)

{}\

7 ) 1 ® —— A mf |
> I I
T I I — . P—J—‘—#z
DA o —~
healed,_ all___ s health. High sum-mer holds the earth.__ Hearts all__
f) /-\. I—< A mf’ |
* 7 b' = = P F }2 I l\’ T Il I | I I }2
(GISEE e e s ——%
1Y) ' -~ [
healed, _ all___ s health. High sum-mer holds the earth.  Hearts all
L. i Fezin |_< A mf [r—
P TR I'V\ —N I2 T I\l {
T — %= e 1%
_all__  is health, all__ is health. High sum-mer holds the earth.  Hearts all
Vs
— o £ e T —_ mf
o T S c— —— e e F— 2 e S i i ———— —
e = e ——
= v y
i = @Al isthealthyall . is health. High sum-mer holds the earth.  Hearts all
/’"—\ E s e
3 j T [~~~
) 4 |, —— > - y /- | I —g 1 R e
F ORI T ‘I [3 - — ;ﬁ ’ ‘ [3 ]
'.b”'ub'f,- i’ ¥ y/a 1'/\ } ! I Z_

S
5
.
:
5

meno mosso rit. a tempo
37 f
” r | F | f |
Q 5 5o i > m— T i i i I ] - > > > ~— i/
b o m— { ] ! ] -
Y =
whole. Sure on this shin - ing night, sure on this shin - ing,
9 bt T r— 1 u —— N— 1%
7 AV T8 AT ! | ¥ 1 Il 1 I | 1 i
5 = o —g g% = == 4
2 1= o :
o) N
whole. Sure on this shin - ing  night, sure on this
H 1. | [rm— fr— f
) b [> ) 1D ) I I 1 : f’ .
W———!‘Zﬁ': ! ! -
g) — [ ¥  I—
whole. Sure on this shin-ing  night, sure on this
| P > - ] P ] Py
Y H5—2—] 3 e - —eo—o 14
72 e —t—— =4
= 8 v [— T T
whole. Sure on this shin-ing  night, sure on this
meno mosso rit. a tempo
O ey | \ | ! . | | N
o D Hh ¢ 1 N > ) I IAY I I o & ™R i
I’ 7 T <
mmEamS B A== —————
" I’ —lg - -
i
.h J k P > 2 of® 4’ = _l
e 0 @ Lk - o ® > o — - %
Jo D b A [y ) | |9 1 1 .
D\ 1 "4 | S I O:
|4 L.

Y |




a tempo

0 77 ot T
0 f T 3 I
i 7 v " 13 14— r—i —
- ? ~
shin - - ing night, sure on this shin - - -
/,—-’——\ rit. atem/p/o,,——x
J/ I ! —— N ‘lh % = £ =
e . 3 ) o
o = z y == s 24 — ==
v e —rrr v I
— ﬂ'
L 4 i PP Pge o
R rmowa 3 — ;
TN i } i S— ——
v | | \_/f = = Ev - 7 ﬁb
b R | L N> [ —
b |
rit. a tempo
43 —— 7/ P P
) 1 . A ~ . | e
A M T ==
_@_Lp__b)_d—iv v ; L dl' [ J I i Il I ‘j } (X i‘
- ing night. I weep for won-der wan -d’ring far a - lone of
—— e /]
O 1 N 2 i
& ) b ]\/ 2 T | I ]
@tﬁ:ﬁjﬁ | N— B — ——t —
T 17 1] & 1 1 I ] | 1= 1 ] 1
[y, % r v = &< & = o
e gl % 5 \\_”_,/ v
- ing night. I weep a - lone of
E—
O 1 T S LP i
e T O T =]
¢ | 4 —_—
- ing night. I weep for won-der wan -d’ringfar a - lone of
T m
T | {, P
B e —— == === e e —
374 . = & 28— 1
{ 5 < & |7
B - ing night. I weep a - lone of
/\ . a tempo ~
H ., i | — A
@ U l;,: & 1 ; n - -T & } Ij I
= e aj—*—
3 b & <
7 r r r flellr’f 7
N A I N N A
3 p—— o i = b i
Z .L. 1 Vy | [
L 7 2 1 7

£

&
@ T ﬂi
7

K
=%
® T i
2 —f[4]
o>/




~1

Molto meno mosso,

[E]

meno mosso rit. molto rit. with a sense of wonder
46 molto lunga PPp hushed
A/ e B | 1) X ——
e i r—— >
| G = o | li_&
| Y
shad - ows on the stars Sure on this
f) | m
AL — o = N T— > = A
GIEEE = == % £
e - o & pes 28 [ 4
shad - ows on the stars.
f) | | A m
p — —— p— - —T%
D= H—o- - P e s — T 4
§) shad - ows on the stars.
. ) o Ppp hushed
é_" | T ] N I 1Y T )] 11D ] }i
25— - —— i b o o o o t
- 1) - r 4 1 o 11 IY‘ I | 1 1 I
shad - ows on the  stars Sure on this shin-ing
meno mosso rit. molto rit. M(t)lllto meno "%"SSO’ d
§ molto lunga  With a sense of wonder
H 1, | ] i L 5 (no break) | .
Arb—o ——— = - S e — !
D) 3 'V
r r Frrt
~ Y PPP
) & AI P R ‘! & S 5\ N ] Ikl ! Ik]‘ 1 Il
V 1 h = . P .
= 7S 7
P | $%d | B0 | S I
49 e
T 1 | B == i | Y ® —H i '\r < = )
P  — —— " ) w
.j .I L =) a:x] I 1 [ B3 |
o o o s =
shin-ing night, this shin - - - ing night, on this
A . Ppp hushed
1 ——
A LA 7 e T  —— { k 3
(> 54 7 X = Ny I i—F-!—H—P'—'i'—!—!“{'z:
Q) l\l T é 1 \- .I 7 é .I J. I O‘ Il 1
s & - ¥ = ° ~ ¢ s

Sure onthis shin

on this

night of star-made shadows round,

kind - ness must watch for me this side__ the ground, on this

B o e s : | | ;
P — i - f f ] e e )
{25k - o b }'ﬁﬁ%ft
) = — .

v For|P?

N N N N N N N NN N N | N

1T 1| W] i/ él, dl é‘l‘—\dl, d] él)d|]={ =}) )

At 2 = ===
Fed | $ed 1 Bod 1800 | %%

*QOmit if the low As are out of range.



92

)

nusd nund s muiny S
\1 [
I \5TK . .
_ﬁle
S SRS i i 3 A
‘lll-
; g | £ g g \
ol & TRl S M = % TTORA
(]! %) 01 R e | %) 17
R = = =
Tl S| [TTR R =) ) NN
L] =1 L] = L =] =
ﬁ-i. & ﬁ-. 2 el 2 9 2
T8, TR .FQ /8 2 s (Y11
Pan
L ' ' ' , '
e Ol
i TR N || q T
i ; _ i i
L . I(ﬂv
\ g L g . R= §=|
N G TN =2 ML & G T
a o ar i o)
[N e ex] i HIN LN
e~ oy .y . L~
- M« SN - i
X NG  NLew NEre T
> 4
4 N mm—

T T l--ii _
e
R
[R_1
[
’ ; § ; 0>
TR T o M TR I TTTOTR &
L L e x-{ o
_ﬂ
TR | %
| I | | 1T
= = g =
- Q = = / .WC ;Qlc -
e TR - L .omc N MLE L)
& 3
g E T
2 ﬁ 2
W o ol g g W TIe8T$ Pkl..v ulvl%
(=] o 2 2y B IOy acay
1llu‘v .Omb Illj .Wc III. .Omb llﬁ- .amb
banl T e, ' TTed %i, : L
ﬁ]- e
1 e _
N ,J.
4 4 TR i I-An. o
~ # ~
"y
- 4 BN = 1N
o | <l — Y N
[N
e e =l LN N i
o Rtle e N e N W
iy »



5 &

geny Rt dEm g 2t atay
Cie & ¢ & CTm| & Clla-2 ¢ Gl
e £ e £ 2 |kls |l !
< w w v w) m
g ,;. k= 2. £ _ = mE &
m HTR § e 5 I 5 H_ g m M N
= ) S s} o = ﬁ
m \\Hﬁ 5} Pan o Pan 5] ; 5] m
sSSP 2 MIT™ 2 7Y 2 o5 ¢
S =
=) En e o g
CPPNR—D
_U_
clmpy | G|t | etml | cleik |
nund nnd nund ) nind nnd
B = _ﬂ
N N
L) | »
1“8
2 2\ (|1
8 8
B E 1T
e °
2 | N TR R 3 SR
g ) ) IS g
N e LN BI:S i AN
4] BESN BN BESR Jas BESN
N _NT] _NT | NT oy | T
RN BN Len . N MieN B .x.Jv
AP WP M BN N
af N ——————

0

o e o e o
J T D
EQ
Jr ~t
8 s
3 £.9
0. ? : . e
/wﬁ | Clh Gl Clh
3
& @
I £C| 9% & ||980D
C|| e
pe Y
~ ~
h.mm [ C| | Gl Gl .rm RGN
S S
[17®
LI
e
a3 T 1IN TR ML | . 1) :F..-
AN R st | S Sisd
‘ 1A}
T e
R
™ 8
ImlA - - - - m.. |I4‘ I\
g UL/ |0/ (L /® N B g ML & WL -
= g = = ML E 8 Bk} W_ BRLR
o ac acsy ey ac o
o N LN Bl g
Ihw lhw AA.nw..ll lhwu lhw Hi«N
ek I.m.AV Tl wmhv o w.w
DL <NfPre New N <o N
N d ) 5 o




